Lit.8/Anain


Writing Workshop/Mini-lessons

#1:  The Evidence Please:  Using Quotations in Your Essay


Quotations are the evidence you need to prove your point.  They keep your discussion close to the subject of your essay and give it credibility.  Do not quote large chunks of text in a short essay (1-3pages); choose a sentence or a phrase from an important passage. You can introduce a quote 3 ways. Try all 3.

1. A brief intro followed by a comma:

Ex:  The narrator claims, “I think it was his eye”.

2. A longer independent clause followed by a colon

Ex:  The narrator’s description of the eye reveals his paranoia: “He had the eye of a vulture…Whenever it fell upon me my blood ran cold.”

3. Work words or phrases into your own sentence:

Ex:  The narrator claims the “the eye of a vulture” provoked his rage and 

#2:  Smooth Transitions: using transitional words in essays


You must use transitional words to show the relationship between your ideas.

Ex:
The narrator is clearly disturbed; however, he’s remarkably clever, too.


Nevertheless, he is not clever enough to conceal his guilt from the police.

There is a list of transitional words on the website. Aim for 1-2 per developing paragraph.

#3:
Using all the weapons in your arsenals:  varying sentence structure to keep it interesting.


Try 2 independent clauses connected with a semicolon, 2 independent clauses connected by a conjunctive adverb, or a long compound sentence followed by a simple sentence.  All will earn you points.

Ex:  The narrator plots the perfect murder, stalking his prey and waiting for the perfect moment to strike; however, he cannot escape the incessant sound of the beating heart.  It stalks him.

#4:  Watch your tone:  using adverbs to express your attitude 

In every essay you write, begin at least one sentence with an adverb.  You can use adverbs to express how you feel about a character’s actions, too.

Ex:  The narrator is patient, and he is deliberate.  

Patiently, deliberately, the narrator stalks the old man, goaded by “the vulture’s eye”.

Ex:
I think Dallas acts stupid when he holds an unloaded gun up to the police.


Stupidly, Dallas points his empty pistol at the police. Immidiately, they fire.

#5: Trim the Fat: Omitting weak words for lean, mean essays


Do not use really, very, a lot, thing, kind of

Use the thesaurus (I like Thesaurus.com) to find stronger words.  

Ex:
The old man was very scared.  

The old man was terrified.

The thing that bothers Ponyboy is how people stereotype the Greasers.

Stereotypes bother Ponyboy; he feels misunderstood by society.

#6: You Means Me:  keep me out of it

Consider the line, “When you grow up on the streets like Ponyboy, you become a thief, a murder and a thug.”  Who is the “you” in this sentence?  It is the person reading the paper.  Revise your sentences to eliminate “you” in your essays.  

Ex:
Revision:  A boy growing up on the streets will likely become a thief and a thug.

#7:  Simple Stuff:  Punctuate titles properly.


Your essay should always include the title and authorof the piece you are discussing.  Any title can simply be italicized.  You should know, however, that titles of longer works (novels)are underlined and titles of shorter works (short stories, poems, articles) are put in quotations.

#8:  It’s Ok to Grab:  getting attention with your opening line.


Ease your reder into your essay with an attention grabbing first line, then move into your thesis.


A boy living on the streets means trouble.  At least that’s what Ponyboy Curtis believes in S.E. Hinton’s novel The Outsiders.  He thinks,”…

#9:  The Roadrunner Effect: Expressing yourself through word choice, similes and metaphors 


Essays shouldn’t be dull.  Using creative words and figurative language brings writing to life.

Ex:  The narrator is like a soda can recently shaken vigorously.  The reader nervously waits for the inevitable explosion.   

