
 

To Kill a Mockingbird Essay Questions Due Wed. March 28
 
In a well organized 5 paragraph essay, respond to one of the following topics.  Your 
essay must have a thesis statement, 3 developing paragraphs and a conclusion.  In 
your development you must include specific details and quotations to support your topic 
sentence.
 
1.  In To Kill a Mockingbird, Harper Lee shows the reader what honesty, modesty 
empathy and courage look like through the character of Atticus Finch.  Choose three of 
these qualities explain the meaning of each, and use quotations and examples from the 
text to show how Atticus exemplifies each quality.  finally consider which of these traits 
is most important in the story.
 
2.  What values do you think Atticus Finch tries to teach his children?  Choose three 
values and support your choices with specific examples from the text.  Finally, consider 
if Atticus teaches his children directly through discussions and advice or more indirectly 
by setting an example for Jem and Scout.
 
3.  Atticus Finch says, "Mockingbirds don't do one thing in this world but sing their 
hearts out for us." What does it mean to be a mockingbird?  Who are the mockingbirds 
in this novel?  Identify three and explain your choices using specific examples and 
quotations from the text.
 
4.  Consider Atticus’ definition of real courage, “[knowing] you’re licked before you start, 
but you begin anyways and you see it through no matter what.”  Discuss 3 characters 
in TKM who you display real courage according to Atticus’ criteria.  You must use 
at least one quote per paragraph, and explain how each quotation supports your 
point.  The completed essay should consist of 5 paragraphs including an introduction 
with a thesis statement, 3 developing paragraphs and a conclusion.  Atticus also 
says “you rarely win, but sometimes you do.”  In your conclusion consider if any of the 3 
characters “win”.
 
Honors Topics:  Choose 1.
 
1.  This marking period we read two important novels set in the same time period:  
The BookThief and To Kill a Mockingbird.  Though the stories take place on different 
continents, they address many of the same subjects.  In a 5 paragraph essay compare 
and contrast how the novels develop the subject of prejudice and persecution, 
fatherhood, the living dead, or strong girls. (you may choose a subject we discussed 
in class that is not listed here.  Finally, consider which book handles the subject more 
effectively and why.
 
2.  Confucius said, “To know what is right and not do it is the worst cowardice.”  Apply 
this statement to both The Book Thief  and To Kill a Mockingbird.  Which characters 
show great courage in seeking to do what is right?  What sacrifices must they make?  
Finally, consider which character you think shows the most courage?  Explain.

 



 

 
3. In Ray Bradbury’s novel Fahrenheit 451, he writes, “Maybe the books can get us 
half out of the cave.  They just might stop us from making the same…insane mistakes.”  
In a well developed 5 paragraph essay describe three lessons the reader and society 
learns from To Kill a Mockingbird and The Book Thief.  Include specific events in the 
novels that teach each of the three lessons.  In your conclusion consider why it is more 
important to read the book than ban it—as it once was.  Finally, consider if these novels 
have the power to prevent us from making “insane mistakes”?
 
 
 
Organizing your essay:
 
Introduction
_____ your essay should begin with a sentence that leads into the thesis statment.  It 
may generally address the topic or the novel.
_____your thesis statement should answer the question or specifically address the 
essay topic.  It is the assertion you will set out to prove.
_____your thesis should be followed by 2-3 sentences that briefly discuss the thesis.  
They will resemble the topic sentences of the developing paragraphs.
 
Development:
_____Each developing paragraph should have a topic sentence that states the main 
idea of the paragraph.  The idea should be a component of your thesis statement.
_____Each paragraph should have at least three specific examples from the text, 
including quotations.
_____Each example should be explained.  You must explain what you think it shows or 
proves and why.  What's your idea about this example?
 
Conclusion:
_____Summarize the main points of your essay.
_____Answer the "final" question in your essay topic, or think about all you've presented 
and draw a final conclusion.  Hint:  think about the bigger picture, life, the world.
 
Writing:
_____Focus on strong verbs.  Get rid of is, are.  
_____Vary sentence structure using semi colons and commas.
_____Use transitional words.  There's a list on the website.
 
 
 

 


